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used Bush-era documents. In September, a group claiming that it was a new faction linked to al-Qaeda released a video of an alleged
bombing in Boston. The footage shows a brutal attack, with the bomber holding a destructive device and setting off an explosion that
leveled an area of the city. That “Bomber” was later identified as Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, an ethnic Chechen, and a native of the United
States. The FBI also arrested a second man—also a native of the United States, but of mixed-race origins—named Tamerlan Tsarnaev.
Abu Hamza al-Masri—the Muslim radical leader depicted by the government as the inspiration for the 9/11 attacks—has always
insisted that he is not a terrorist. But he was part of a group that had used the 1980s in the United States as a base to launch attacks
against the Kremlin. The Abu Hamza al-Masri that the FBI tracked was a longtime ally of Osama bin Laden who had been expelled
from Afghanistan in 2001. By 2008, al-Masri was living in England. In 2009, he had thrown out the window of his London apartment a
Qur’an, and the United States’ then-Attorney General, Eric Holder, launched an investigation into the radical preacher’s activities.
Holder eventually banned Hamza from the United States—an order that allowed Al-Qaeda to claim that it had also tried to block the
preacher from America and that President Barack Obama had refused to enforce. After some procedural battles, an appeals court
reversed the ban. Holder then resigned from office and went to the law firm that represented al-Masri and helped to defend him
against the terrorism investigation. A group called the Shura Council of al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula praised al-Masri for
throwing the Qur’an out his window. In 2008, British authorities charged al-Masri with soliciting an unlawful act of terrorism
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